
MINUTES 

 

RILEY COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 

 

Monday, December 14, 2009 Courthouse Plaza East 

7:30 pm Commission Meeting Room 

 115 North 4
th

 Street 

 

Members Present: Jon Larson – Chair 

 Rebecca Mosier 

 Lorn Clement 

 Tom Taul 

 Diane Hoobler 

 

Members Absent:  

 

Staff Present: Monty Wedel - Director, Bob Isaac – Planner; Steve Higgins – Zoning 

Enforcement Officer, Lisa Ruthstrom – Administrative Assistant 

 

Others Present: William Freeborn, Rick Allen, Chester Allen, Julie Henton, Elizabeth 

Garvin and Chris Duerksen 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The minutes of the October 12, 2009 meeting were presented and approved.  The Report of Fees 

for the month of October ($525.00) and November ($995.00) were presented and approved.  

 

FREEBORN – (REZONE & PLAT) 

 

Jon Larson opened the public hearing at the request of William J. Freeborn, petitioner, and 

Chester F. and Ella M. Allen and Ricky R. Allen, owners, to rezone a tract of land from “A-1” 

(Single Family Residential) to “A-5” (Single Family Residential) along with a request by 

William J. Freeborn, petitioner, and William J. Freeborn, Chester F. and Ella M. Allen, Ricky R. 

Allen, and Kurtis A. Lovgren, owners, to plat two unplatted tracts of land together with Lot 1 of 

Lovgren Addition, in Wildcat Township, Section 28, Township 9 South, Range 7 East, in Riley 

County, Kansas. 

 

Bob Isaac, Planner, presented the staff report.  Mr. Isaac explained that the Applicant and the 

owners of the aforementioned tracts wished to re-establish the adjoining property lines between 

each of the tracts via platting/replatting and rezone the .89-acre tract from“A-1” (Single Family 

Residential) to “A-5” (Single Family Residential).   
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Mr. Isaac stated the subject site is approximately 15 acres and is generally located approximately 

3,000 feet south of the intersection of Marlatt Avenue and Tuttle Creek Boulevard, on the west 

side of Marlatt Avenue. 

 

Mr. Isaac stated that all three tracts associated with the final plat are already developed with 

single family homes with no new proposals to redevelop or subdivide for any additional homes. 

 

Mr. Isaac explained that the request was reviewed with the Comprehensive Plan and found to be 

in conformance.  Mr. Isaac stated that the Health Department, Riley County Conservation 

District, Riley County Fire Chief, Riley County Engineer, and Director of Public Works of Ft. 

Riley have reviewed the request and had no concerns.  Staff recommended that the Planning 

Board forward a recommendation of approval of the request to the Board of County 

Commissioners, based on the following findings: 

 

 The proposed zoning and existing uses of the subject property are compatible with those 

of surrounding properties; 

 The rezoning conforms to the 2003 Manhattan Urban Area Comprehensive Plan; 

 The subject property has been residentially developed for several years; 

 The request is consistent with Riley County Zoning Regulations and Sanitary Code. 

 

Staff also recommended approval of the Final Plat of Freeborn-Allen Lovgren Addition, as it 

was found to be in compliance with the Riley County Zoning and Subdivision Regulations and 

Sanitary Code. 

 

Jon Larson asked the Board if there were any other questions.  There were none. 

 

Jon Larson asked the Applicant if he would like to speak.  The applicant declined. 

 

There were no opponents or proponents. 

 

Tom Taul motioned to close the public hearing. 

 

The motion was seconded by Diane Hoobler.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Jon Larson asked the Board for a motion.  

 

Tom Taul moved that the Board forward a recommendation of approval to the Board of County 

Commissioners, to rezone a tract of land from “A-1” (Single Family Residential) to “A-5” 

(Single Family Residential) for reasons listed in the staff report. 

 

Becky Mosier seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Becky Mosier moved to approve the Final Plat of Freeborn-Allen Lovgren Addition.   

 

Diane Hoobler seconded.  The motion was carried 5-0. 

 

Mr. Isaac announced that the Board of County Commissioners will hear the request on January 

4, 2010 at 10:15 AM. 
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DISCUSSION ON REGULATIONS WITH CLARION ASSOCIATES 

 

Monty Wedel introduced Chris Duerksen and Elizabeth Garvin with Clarion Associates. 

 

Mr. Duerksen addressed the Planning Board and explained he is the Managing Director for 

Clarion Associates.  Mr. Duerksen explained Clarion Associates is a land use planning and 

zoning consulting firm based in Denver, with offices in North Carolina, Florida and Cincinnati.  

Mr. Duerksen stated that both he and Elizabeth are land use attorneys and Elizabeth is also a land 

use planner.  

 

Mr. Duerksen stated that Clarion will be working with staff and the Planning Board on 

development codes, subdivision regulations and zoning codes.  Mr. Duerksen indicated that 

Clarion with be doing a diagnosis in two-step process, the first phase of which will be what 

needs changed.  Mr. Duerksen stated that around February a written draft will be sent to staff and 

a conference call conducted.  Mr. Duerksen explained that the second phase will be to target and 

make amendments.  Mr. Duerksen stated that Riley County planning staff will be working on 

revisions and that Clarion will provide some examples of regulations they have done for other 

jurisdictions.   

 

Tom Taul moved to adjourn.   

 

Becky Mosier seconded.  The motion was carried 4-0. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 P.M. 


